
 

 

Finding solutions in a complex world 

9436 Maltby Road 
Brighton, MI  48116 

810.225.0539 office 

810.225.0653  fax  

www.niswander-env.com 
 

 

 
February 14, 2025 

 

 

Tasha Smalley, Zoning Administrator 

South Haven Township Hall 

09671 Blue Star Hwy 

South Haven, MI 49090 

 

 

Subject:  Site Plan Review Application 

  Proposed South Haven Mitigation Bank 

Parcel Numbers: 80-17-027-014-00 and 80-17-027-060-00 

Section 27 of South Haven Charter Township (T01S, R17W), Van Buren County, Michigan 

  NE 1979 

 

 

Dear Ms. Smalley: 

 

Niswander Environmental (NE), on behalf of 72nd Avenue Farm, is pleased to present the following site 

plan review application for the proposed South Haven Mitigation Bank  located on 80-17-027-014-00 and 

80-17-027-060-00  in Section 27 of South Haven Charter Township (T01S, R17W), Van Buren County, 

Michigan.  This proposal identifies a property consisting of two parcels located in northwestern Van Buren 

County ideal for the creation of a Wetland Mitigation Bank that will service the Paw Paw River Watershed 

and the Southern Lake Michigan Lake Plain Ecoregion VI.3.2.  The proposed mitigation bank would 

involve the restoration of ±38 acres of wetland and shall be constructed and approved in accordance with 

the rules and regulations established by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 

(EGLE). NE has significant experience establishing wetland mitigation banks throughout the State of 

Michigan, including the Paw Paw River, Kalamazoo River, Macatawa River, Clinton River, Huron River, 

and River Raisin Wetland Mitigation Banks, and has been looking for additional banking opportunities.   

 

Wetland mitigation banking is the process, in advance of any authorized (i.e. permitted) impacts, of making 

“credits” available based on the acreage of functional wetland that was restored or created. The “credits” 

can then be sold to entities such as businesses or landowners to meet wetland mitigation requirements 

determined by the EGLE or the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Wetland mitigation in Michigan is 

administered by EGLE under the Wetland Mitigation Banking Rules established under the authority of Part 

303, Wetland Protection, NREPA.  Wetland Mitigation Banking supports economic development within 

the Township and surrounding areas.  
 

PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

The primary goal of the South Haven Mitigation Bank is to create 38 acres of self-sustaining forested 

wetlands in the Paw Paw River Watershed.  The site will support a diversity of wildlife and will be preserved 

forever under a conservation easement.  The project will involve the planting of over 15,000 native trees.  

In addition, the property will be seeded with a native seed mix to promote the establishment of a diverse 

native plant community with an array of wildflowers, grasses, and sedges.  



 

 

Finding solutions in a complex world 

 

The proposed South Haven Mitigation Bank has been sited to ensure a successful restoration that maximizes 

the ecological functions and values locally within the Township.  The site will provide an array of benefits 

to the Paw Paw River Watershed primarily reducing downstream flooding and improving water quality in 

the Paw Paw River and ultimately Lake Michigan  Wetlands share some common physical properties that 

have important consequences for planning purposes. Wetlands serve a number of necessary environmental 

functions including: 

 

a. Protecting downstream water supplies by providing clean ground water as a result of the nutrient 

retention and sediment removal.  

b. Functioning as effective natural storage basins for floodwater. Wetlands may be considered large 

sponges that absorb large quantities of seasonal precipitation, gradually releasing it when the 

receiving channels are able to accept it. 

c. Providing a habitat for many types of plants and animals that thrive in the type of physical 

environment created by wetlands. These plants and animals provide an economic and 

recreational benefit. 

 

The site design and location address several water impairments identified in the EPA approved Paw Paw 

River Watershed Management Plan (2008) including altered hydrology, sediments, excess nutrients, water 

temperature and pollutants (i.e. pathogens, organic compounds, heavy metals, and debris and litter).  The 

site will address each of these impairments by the restoration of wetlands (habitat, sediments, and nutrients), 

preventing and regulating the spread of non-native species, and by improving flood storage by reducing 

stream peak flows during storm events (hydrology). The removal of surface drainage and the installation of 

low berms will hold water on-site creating natural wetland conditions. 

 

By submitting this application, we’re requesting Township approval or recognition that no Township 

approval is required for this restoration project. 

 

 

 

 

Todd Losee         Tyler Smith 

President         Director 

Professional Wetland Scientist #1733    Professional Wetland Scientist #3220 

 

Attachments: Representative Wetland Mitigation Bank Photos 

 South Haven Site Plan Review Application 

 Landowner Authorization Letter 

 EGLE Approval Letter 

 South Haven Mitigation Bank Site Plans 
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Representative Wetland Mitigation Bank Photographs 

 

 
Photo 1  

Clinton River Wetland Mitigation Bank 

St. Clair County, MI 

 

 
Photo 2 

Huron River Wetland Mitigation Bank 

Monroe County, MI 
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Representative Wetland Mitigation Bank Photographs 

 

 
Photo 3 

Kalamazoo River Wetland Mitigation Bank 

Eaton County, MI 

 

 
Photo 4 

Kalamazoo River Wetland Mitigation Bank 

Eaton County, MI 
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February 10, 2025 

 

 

Local and State Review Approvals 

Proposed South Haven Mitigation Bank 

 

 

Subject:  Letter of Authorization  

Vacant Property on 76th Street Road  

(Parcel ID’s: 80-17-027-014-00 & 80-17-027-060-00) 

 South Haven Township (T01S, R17W, Sec. 27), Van Buren County, MI 

 NE 1979 

 

 

Dear Sir or Madam,  

 

This letter is to inform you that Niswander Environmental, on behalf of 72nd Avenue 

Farm, LLC is authorized to prepare and submit any pre-application requests, permit 

applications, site plan review requests and any other paperwork to Local and State 

Agencies for the proposed project located on vacant property on 76th Street in South 

Haven Township, Van Buren County, Michigan.  If you have any questions regarding 

this authorization, please call me at (616) 437 7821. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mike Geerlings 

186 W 35th St. 

Holland, MI 49423 

 

 

cc:   Todd Losee, 72nd Avenue Farm, LLC 

 Tyler Smith, Niswander Environmental 

 Nicole Stewart, Niswander Environmental 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: C7FEF491-4945-4C72-BAD8-4C98BCE06F58

2/10/2025 | 12:48 PM PST



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY 

WATER RESOURCES DIVISION 

 

CONSTITUTION HALL • 525 WEST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30458 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7958 

Michigan.gov/EGLE • 800-662-9278 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

PHILLIP D. ROOS 
DIRECTOR 

  
February 12, 2025 

 
 
VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL 
 
Steve Niswander 
Niswander Environmental, LLC  
9436 Maltby Road 
Brighton, Michigan 48116 
 
Dear Steve Niswander: 
 
Subject: South Haven Mitigation Bank 
 
Per your request, the purpose of this letter is to verify that the property commonly 
referred to as the proposed South Haven Mitigation Bank, located east of 76th Street 
and south of US-31 in Section 27of South Haven Township (T01S, R17W), Van Buren 
County, Michigan has been determined to be suitable for a wetland mitigation bank site 
by the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE).  EGLE has 
reviewed the site and concurs that the site has a history of farming, is predominantly 
upland, and has a high likelihood of success as a wetland bank.  EGLE supports the 
development of wetland mitigation banks in the Paw Paw River Watershed in 
compliance with the approved watershed management plan and is looking forward to 
working with you to make this project a success.  If you need further information or 
assistance, please contact me at 517-282-5768 or penningtonm@michigan.gov. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
               
 
 

Michael Pennington 
Wetland Mitigation Specialist 
Water Resources Division 
517-282-5768 
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