AGENDA
SOUTH HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
September 9, 2026

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes of August 12, 2026

Correspondence

Public Comments, Audience Members are allowed 3 minutes to discuss items not on
the Agenda (5 minutes for groups)

6. Approval of Agenda

uhwWNE

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A) Affordable Housing Updates
B) Short Term Rental Updates
C) Potential Lawsuit 77 Street

8. NEW BUSINESS
A) Set Public Hearing for Budget 2027
B) Resolution 26-18 Budget Amendments
C) Resolution 26-19 Pivot Housing Pilot
D)
E)

9. REPORTS
Airport
Building/Electrical/Mechanical
Building Committee
Fire/Ambulance
Library
Park Committee
Planning Commission
Roads
Senior Services
Water/Sewer Authority
Zoning Board of Appeals

10. TREASURER’S REPORT
11. BOARD COMMENTS

12. ADJOURNMENT



SOUTH HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2026

Present: Stein, Poole, Lewandowski, Wiatrowski, Fisher, DeGrandchamp
Absent: Bertorelli
Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Stein at 7:30 p.m.

Motion by Wiatrowski, supported by Lewandowski, to approve the Minutes of
July 8, 2026 Regular Meeting as presented. All voted in favor. Motion carried.

Brian Montgomery gave a report for SHAES and Gayle Gladney reported for the
Van Buren County Commission.

Motion by DeGrandchamp, supported by Wiatrowski, to approve the Agenda. All
voted in favor. Motion carried.

Supervisor Stein reported that the 73" Street apartment should get started in a
few months. Trustee Wiatrowski updated everyone on STR.

Motion by Poole, supported by Lewandowski, to open the Public Hearing for the
Fire Millage. All voted in favor. Motion carried.

Supervisor Stein reported that SHAES has 4 more full time employees working a
42 hour work week, and with wage changes and truck needs and their budget for
2027 is up 7.39% from last year. His recommendation is to set the millage rate at
2.63 and to add in the fire hydrant rental put the total millage at 3.57 mills.

Motion by DeGrandchamp, supported by Lewandowski, to close the Public
Hearing. All voted in favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Poole, supported by Lewandowski, to set the Fire Millage at 3.57 mills.
All voted in favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Wiatrowski, supported by DeGrandchamp, to approve Resolution 26-
17 Approving the L4029. All voted in favor by roll call vote. Motion carried.

Motion by Poole, supported by Lewandowski, to accept the PUD Amendments at
Hidden Ponds on 12" Avenue as recommended by the Planning Commission. All
voted in favor. Motion carried.

William Deary was in attendance to give a presentation on the proposed Museum
for Shelby Autos on Blue Star Highway. Phil Poole reported for the Planning
Commission.

Motion by Wiatrowski, supported by DeGrandchamp, to accept the Planning
Commission recommendation for a Special Land Use Permit for the Museum on
Blue Star Highway. All voted in favor. Motion carried.

Supervisor Stein reported on a possible lawsuit and discussed tree removal at the
transfer station. The tree removal will be revisited at a future meeting.



Reports from various committees and authorities were received. W.C. Askew was
in attendance for the Road Commission.

Motion by Fisher, supported by Poole, to approve payment of anticipated bills in
the amount of $76,942.52. All voted in favor by roll call vote. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Hillary Fisher, Treasurer Ross Stein, Supervisor



SOUTH HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP VAN BUREN COUNTY
BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION #26-18

At a Regular Township Board meeting of the South Haven Charter Township Board, Van Buren County,
Michigan, on September 9, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

The following preamble and resolution was offered by ;
Supported by

WHEREAS, the Township Board adopted a Budget for 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board is required to Amend the Budget to meet the actual income and
expenses; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board is required to adopt a Resolution to Amend the Budget; and
WHEREAS, this Resolution is required for the General Appropriations Act; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Budget Amendments for income and expenses through 8/31/2026 is attached
as Exhibit A and reflects actual (as close as can be calculated) income and expenditures and liabilities for
the 2026 Calendar Year to date as of 8/31/2026; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Budget Amendments attached as Exhibit A will amend the Budget for 2026 to
actual income and expenses (as close as can be calculated);

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that adoption of this Resolution adopts the Budget Amendments for 2026
at 8/31/2026.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the Township Board.
RECORD OF VOTE: Yeas:

Nays:

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Brenda Bertorelli, Clerk

CERTIFICATION I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and completed copy of a resolution adopted
by the South Haven Charter Township Board at a meeting held on the 9th day of June, 2026 at which
meeting a quorum was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect.

Brenda Bertorelli, Clerk



Budget Amendments at 8/31/2026

Income
Account # Item Budgeted Actual Adjustment Needed
101-000-627.000 Building Permits 35000.00 59556.00 24556.00 Increase
101-000-665.000 Interest Income 12000.00 15004.62 3004.62 Increase
101-000-478.000 Marijuana Bus. Fees 0.00 5000.00 5000.00 Increase
47000.00 79560.62 32560.62
Expenses
Account # Item Budgeted Actual Adjustment Needed
101-171-861.000 Supv. Mileage 125.00 181.98 56.98 Increase
101-171-955.00 Supv. Misc. 0.00 520.00 520.00 Increase
101-257-728.000 Assessor Off.Supply 900.00 1099.95 199.95 Increase
101-262-728.000 Election Off. Supply 620.00 1247.53 627.53 Increase
101-272-819.000 BSA - Support 13855.00 14299.00 444.00 Increase
101-272-956.000 Insurance 12000.00 12913.93 913.93 Increase
101-371-813.000 Building Inspector 35000.00 62578.00 27578.00 Increase
101-702-815.000 Zoning Administrator 19000.00 38187.50 19187.50 Increase
81500.00 131027.89 49527.89
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH HAVEN
RESOLUTION NO. 26-19

RESOLUTION TO INTRODUCE AN ORDINANCE
TO PROVIDE FOR A PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES

At a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of South Haven
("Township™), Van Buren County, Michigan, held at the Township Hall in said Township on the
9" Day of September, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

The following Resolution was offered by

and seconded by

WHEREAS, South Haven Charter Township wishes to encourage developers to build
affordable housing by accepting a service charge or payment in lieu of property taxes (a “PILOT”),
as authorized by the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, 1966 PA 356, MCL
125.1401 et seq., as amended; and

WHEREAS, South Haven Apartment Homes Limited Dividend Housing Association LLC
has offered to construct, own, and operate a housing project with income and rent limitations
identified as “South Haven Apartment Homes” on real property and offers to pay a PILOT to the
Charter Township of South Haven in the amount of 4% of the annual shelter rents actually
collected; and

WHEREAS, the Township has caused to be prepared an Ordinance creating the PILOT for
the proposed project (the “Ordinance”); and

WHEREAS, the Township desires to adopt the Ordinance for the public health, safety and

welfare; and



WHEREAS, Section 20 of the Michigan Charter Township Act, Act 359 of 1947, MCL
42.1 et seq, as amended (“Act”) requires each proposed ordinance be introduced in written or
printed form, identified by a number and short title and, following introduction of the proposed
ordinance, requires the Clerk to publish the proposed ordinance as provided in the Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Township Board of the Charter Township of South Haven,
resolves as follows:

1. The Township hereby introduces Ordinance No. 174, An Ordinance to Provide For
a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (the “Ordinance”), attached as Exhibit A.

2. The Township Board will consider adopting the Ordinance at a meeting on

. Pursuant to Section 20 of the Act, the Clerk is directed to publish

the Ordinance in accordance with Section 8 of the Act by posting the Ordinance in the office of
the Clerk and on the Township’s web site. The Clerk is further directed to publish notice of posting
in a form substantially conforming to that attached as Exhibit B to this resolution describing the
purpose of the Ordinance and that the Ordinance is posted in the office of the Clerk, on the
Township’s web site and in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township within seven (7)
days of the posting.

3. A copy of the Ordinance shall be available for examination at the office of the Clerk
and copies may be provided for a reasonable charge.

4. Any and all resolutions that are in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed

to the extent necessary to give this Resolution full force and effect.

YEAS:

NAYS:




THE RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED ADOPTED.

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) SS.
COUNTY OF VAN BUREN )

I, Brenda Bertorelli, Township Clerk of the Charter Township of South Haven, hereby certify this
to be a true and complete copy of Resolution No. 26-19, duly adopted at a meeting of the Township
Board held on the 9th day of September, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

Brenda Bertorelli, Township Clerk



EXHIBIT A

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH HAVEN
VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ORDINANCE NO. 174

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH HAVEN ORDAINS:

Section 1: Purpose and Findings.

A.

Providing affordable housing, including rent-restricted housing, is an important public
necessity and a proper public purpose for local governments. South Haven Charter
Township wishes to encourage developers to build affordable housing by accepting a
service charge or payment in lieu of property taxes (a "PILOT"), as authorized by the State
Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, 1966 PA 356, MCL 125.1401 et seq., as
amended. The Township may require a PILOT up to the amount of taxes that would
otherwise be due in exchange for the exemption from property taxes. The Township intends
to establish a PILOT so that developers can determine if a housing project with a PILOT
is economically feasible.

The Sponsor (as defined in Section 2) has offered to construct, own, and operate a housing
project with income and rent limitations identified as "South Haven Apartment Homes,”
consisting of 50 housing units, on real property, particularly described in Exhibit A, in the
Township. This offer is contingent on the Sponsor's receipt of a Mortgage Loan (as defined
in Section 2), and/or an allocation of Section 42 low-income housing tax credits from the
Michigan State Housing Development Authority.

The Sponsor offers to pay a PILOT to the Charter Township of South Haven in the amount
of 4% of the difference between the annual shelter rents actually collected.

Section 2: Definitions.

A.

Act means the State Housing Development Authority Act, Public Act 346 of 1966, as
amended.

Authority means the Michigan State Housing Development Authority.
Annual Shelter Rent means the total collections during an agreed annual period from or

paid on behalf of all occupants of a housing project representing rent or occupancy charges
exclusive of utilities.

Housing Development means a development which contains a significant element of
housing for persons of low income and such elements of other housing, commercial,
recreational, industrial, communal, and educational facilities as the Authority determines
to improve the quality of the development as it relates to housing for persons of low or



EXHIBIT A

moderate income. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the name of this development is
South Haven Apartment Homes and comprises 50 housing units.

LIHTC means low income housing tax credits.

Mortgage Loan means either a loan that is Federally-Aided (as defined in Section 11 of the
Act), or a loan made by the Authority, the USDA-Rural Development, or the US
Department of Housing and Urban Development to sponsor the construction,
rehabilitation, acquisition, or permanent financing of a housing development or a mortgage
loan insured by HUD, as defined by the Act.

Sponsor means any entity or entities that have applied to the Authority for a Mortgage Loan
or applied for other government insured mortgage financing or LIHTC funds to finance a
Housing Development. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the Sponsor is South Haven
Apartment Homes Limited Dividend Housing Association LLC and their successors and
assigns.

Utilities means charges for gas, electric, water, sanitary sewer and other utilities furnished
to the occupants that are paid by the housing project.

Section 3: Class of Housing Development Exempt from Taxation.

The PILOT will apply to the Housing Development known as South Haven Apartment Homes
Phases I, financed or assisted under the Act for low and moderate income housing for families.

Section 4: Establishment of PILOT.

A.

The Housing Development identified as South Haven Apartment Homes, comprising 50
housing units, and the property on which it shall be constructed (described in Exhibit A) is
exempt from all property taxes from and after the commencement of construction. The
Charter Township of South Haven acknowledges that the Sponsor and the Authority have
established the economic feasibility of the Housing Development in reliance upon the
enactment and continuing effect of this Ordinance and the qualification of the Housing
Development for exemption from property taxes and a PILOT as established in this
Ordinance. The Charter Township of South Haven acknowledges that the Sponsor's
performance is contingent on receipt of a Mortgage Loan from the Authority or other
appropriate source, to construct, own, and operate the Housing Development, and agrees
to accept payment of a PILOT. The PILOT shall be equal to four (4%) percent of the
Annual Shelter Rents.

The Housing Development must report to the Charter Township of South Haven its Annual
Shelter Rents within 120 days of the last day of the applicable calendar year.

The Township has the right to inspect the Housing Development's records and the right to
audit and re-compute any amounts determined to be Annual Shelter Rents.
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Section 5: Limitation on the PILOT.

Notwithstanding Section 4, the PILOT for the part of the Housing Development which is tax
exempt and which is occupied by individuals or households other than low and moderate income
persons or families is equal to the full amount of the taxes that would be paid on that portion of
the Housing Development if the Housing Development were not tax exempt.

Section 6: Contractual Effect.

To the extent permitted by law and notwithstanding the provisions of Section 15(a)(5) of the Act
to the contrary, a contract between the Charter Township of South Haven and the Sponsor to
provide the PILOT is effectuated by enactment of this Ordinance.

Section 7: Payment Of PILOT.

The PILOT is payable in the same manner as general property taxes are payable in the Charter
Township of South Haven except that the PILOT shall be paid on or before July | of each year for
the previous calendar year. Collection procedures shall be in accordance with the provisions of the
General Property tax Act (1893 PA 206, as amended; MCL 21 1.1, et seq.).

Section 8: Duration.

This Ordinance will remain in effect so long as a Mortgage Loan remains outstanding and the
housing project remains subject to income and rent restrictions under the LIHTC program, and the
Housing Development remains subject to the rent and income restrictions found in applicable law,
provided that the construction of the first phase of the project commences within five (5) years
from the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section 9: Severability.
The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any portion of this Ordinance is declared void or

unenforceable for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Ordinance
will remain in full force and effect.

Section 10: Repealer.

All ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed to the extent
necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.

Section 11: Effective Date.

This Ordinance must be published and recorded as provided by law and takes effect on the date of
publication.
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Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Abstain:

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.

Dated:

Ross Stein, Township Supervisor

Brenda Bertorelli, Township Clerk

Introduced: September 9, 2026
Adopted:

Published:

Effective:

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)SS.
COUNTY OF VAN BUREN )

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Charter Township of South
Haven, Van Buren County, Michigan, certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the
Charter Township of South Haven at a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees duly held on
, 2026, and that the meeting was held in compliance with notice provisions
and all other requirements of the laws of the State of Michigan. | hereby certify that | published
the Ordinance in the onthe  dayof , 2026.

Brenda Bertorelli, Township Clerk



EXHIBIT A

Exhibit A to Ordinance No. 174



EXHIBIT B

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH HAVEN

NOTICE OF POSTING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 174
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at its meeting on September 9, 2026, the Township Board
received a proposed ordinance entitled “An Ordinance to Provide for a Payment in Lieu of Taxes,”
which will be considered for adoption on ., at a meeting of the Township
Board at the Township Hall, 09761 Blue Star Memorial Hwy, South Haven, Ml 49090. The
proposed ordinance would, among other things, create a payment in lieu of property taxes program
pursuant to the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, 1966 PA 356, as amended, for
South Haven Apartment Homes Limited Dividend Housing Association LLC in conjunction with
its project to construct, own, and operate a housing project with income and rent limitations
identified as “South Haven Apartment Homes” on real property in the Township.

The proposed ordinance is available in its entirety for public inspection. The proposed ordinance
is posted at the office of the Township Clerk, 09761 Blue Star Memorial Hwy, South Haven, Ml
49090, and on the website of the Township, http://www.southhaventwp.com.

Brenda Bertorelli, Clerk

South Haven Township Hall
09761 Blue Star Memorial Hwy
South Haven, M1 49090

(269) 637-3305



SOUTH HAVEN AREA REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY MINUTES

AUGUST 19th, 2026

Pursuant to Act 267 of 1976, as amended (Open Meetings Act), the Board Members of the
South Haven Area Regional Airport Authority (SHARAA) met at the South Haven Area
Regional Airport, 73020 C.R. 380, South Haven, Michigan on Wednesday, August 19th,
2026.

Jon Woodhams_ Called a regular meeting of the South Haven Area Regional Airport
Authority Board to order at 7:30 pm.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jon Woodhams, Geneva Township, Chairman
Mary Hosley, City of South Haven
Brent Nichols-City of South Haven, Vice Chairman
Mike Gillian, Covert Township
Todd Jensen, South Haven Township

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Julian Allen, Covert Township
Jim Sankofski, Casco Township
Fred Bower, alternate for Covert Township
Ross Woodhams, alternate for City of South Haven

Agenda: __Jon Woodhams__ motioned to approve the agenda with an amendment to move ‘Board
Election of Officers’ from Committee Reports to New Business for the August 19, 2026, Airport
Board meeting. __Brent Nichols _seconded this motion. All voted in favor. The motion to approve
the agenda as amended carries.

Public Comments: NONE

Mary Hosley __motioned to approve the consent agenda, and___Mike Gillian
seconded this motion:
Consent Agenda:
Expenses from:
= May 2026 totaling: $23,324.07

= June 2026 totaling: $89,056.10

= July 2026 totaling: $78,448.20

»  Manager’s reports dated: June 17", July15", & August 19", 2026
= Minutes of May 20, 2026

A roll call vote to approve the consent agenda was taken and all voted in favor. The motion carries.
YEA 5 /NA O



v

V.

Committee Reports: NONE

. Old Business:

Airport Management shared an update on airport-owned property near the corner of 16001 72"
Street commonly referred to as the Holt property. The property has been cleaned up and mowed
and will be maintained moving forward.

New Business:

Airport Management presented an arborist survey proposal to the Board and Authority for
consideration. Steph Ward of Mead & Hunt provided information regarding the proposed
arborist survey and discussed the purpose and need for the survey with the Authority. Following
discussion, the proposal was considered amongst the Authority. Brent Nichols made a motion to
approve the arborist proposal in the amount of $8,500. Todd Jensen seconded this motion. A roll
call vote was taken and all voted in favor. The motion carries. YEA_5 /NA 0_

Board Election of Officers:

The following nominations for the offices of Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary
were made:

-Jonathon Woodhams as Chairman

-Brent Nichols for Vice Chairman

-Nancy Kelley for Treasurer

-Dan Sanborn for Secretary

A motion was made by Mary Hosley and supported by Mike Gillian to elect the current slate of
officers of the South Haven Area Regional Aiport Board and Authority for the upcoming term. A
roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously. YEA_5 /NA 0_

Airport Management presented a proposal from Sparling Corporation for replacement fuel hoses
in the amount of $5,220. Following Board discussion, Todd Jensen made a motion to approve the
proposal from Sparling Corporation in the amount of $5,220 for replacement fueling hoses. Mary
Hosley seconded this motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously.
YEA 5 /NAO_

Airport Management presented a proposal for maintenance on a county drain that is encroaching
the Runway Safety Area (RSA) of RWY 5/23. Following discussion, the matter was tabled
pending further coordination with the County Drain Commission.

VI. Member Comments:

Dan Sanborn provided a debrief from the 2026 annual fly-in and pancake breakfast that took
place on 8/9/26. It was reported that over 2,000 breakfasts were served by the Rotary! The
airport tallied between 50 and 60 aircraft arrivals, Redhawk helicopters had 75 riders, Michigan
balloon Corp. had approximately 30. The Michigan Flight Museum gave 4 full rides in the C-47
Hairless Joe. The car show had 168 show cars! Airport Management thanks all involved for the
tremendous support and assistance in making this day a great success for the community.



Jon Woodhams____ moved to adjourn the meeting and __Brent Nichols_seconded this
motion. The meeting was adjourned at: _8:25pm

SOUTH HAVEN AREA REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Jonathon Woodhams, Chairman _ _ Julian Allen, Covert Township
Brent Nichols, City of South Haven, Vice Chair Jim Sankofski, Casco Township
Todd Jensen, South Haven Township Fred Bower, alternate for Covert
Mary Hosley, City of South Haven Township

Ross Woodhams, alternate for City of South Haven

. " . Nancy Kelley, Treasurer
Mike Gillian, Covert Township Dan Sanborn, Secretary



CHECK REGISTER FOR SOUTH HAVEN CHARTER TWwP

CHECK NUMBER 32485 - 132496

BANK CODE: GEN - General

Check Date Check vendor Name Amount
Bank GEN General

09/08/2026 32485 ASSESSING SOLUTIONS 4,528.13
09/08/2026 32486 BEST WAY DISPOSAL 4,728.00
09/08/2026 32487 BILL'S MOBELE LOCKSMITH 265.00
09/08/2026 32488 HERALD=PALLADIUM 451.50
09/08/2026 32439 JOHN HANCOCK LIFE INSURANCE C 558.23
09/08/2026 32490 MORENO AND SONS INC 1,048.00
09/08/2026 32491 QUILL CORPORATION 214.07
09/08/2026 32492 SEPTIC TANK SYSTEMS CO. INC. 450.00
09/08/2026 32493 SOUTH HAVEN AREA RECREATION A 16,164.00
09/08/2026 32494 VAN BUREN COUNTY 1,656.60
09/08/2026 32495 VERIZON BUSINESS 20,02
09/08/2026 32496 WIATROWSKI, DAVE 1,400.00
GEN TOTALS:

Total of 12 Checks; 31,483.55
Less 0 void Checks: 0.00
Total of 12 Disbursements: 31,483.55
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VAN BUREN
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Van Buren Conservation District
September 2026 Report

District Board Director Election - The Van Buren Conservation District Director Election will be held
Friday, October 29, 2026 from 8:00 AM — 4:30 PM at the Van Buren Conservation District office in the
USDA Service Center at 1035 E Michigan Ave., Paw Paw, 49079.
In accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan, all voters
must provide one piece of identification that demonstrates
residency in Van Buren County to cast a qualifying vote. Votes
may be cast by absentee ballot by mail or in person or in
person on October 29th. Please contact Executive Director

Emilly Hickmott with questions. director@VanBurenCD.org
269-633-9054

Invasive Species - Spotted Lanternfly Lookout - Spotted
lanternflies are on the move, so let's be ready! Help protect our
fruit crops, homes, and landscapes by following the three steps: See it, Squish it, Report it. You can
report through the MISIN app or by contacting our CISMA Team at InvasivesED@VanBurenCD.org
269-633-9044.

Conservation District Millage Results - The Van Buren Conservation District millage passed! Thank
you for helping make it possible for us to provide services and programs for the Van Buren County
community. We look forward to continuing to help folks implement conservation and protect the
environment for a cleaner, healthier, and economically stronger Van Buren County, Michigan.

Upcoming Events (details available on our website)

August 27 | Michigan Conservation Stewards Program

September 5 | Covert Township Fire Safety Breakfast

September 7 | Labor Day Holiday | Office closed

September 9 | Van Buren County Land Preservation Board Meeting
September 14 | Hartford Township Senior Luncheon Presentation
September 23 | VBCD Board Meeting

October 4 | Volunteer Water Monitoring

October 12 | Indigenous People’s Day Holiday | Office closed
October 17 | Recycle Roundup collection event | Lawrence

e October 29 | VBCD Board Director Election

1035 E Michigan Avenue, Paw Paw, Michigan 49079
269-657-4030 x5 o www.VanBurenCD.org ¢ info@VanBurencCD.org
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VAN BUREN
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Van Buren Conservation District
September 2026 Report

Program Updates

Resource Recovery & Recycling (Kalli Marshall) - July was an exciting month as the VBCD
celebrated the last year at the Annual meeting, prepped for another Recycle Roundup Event, and
worked on food waste reduction. Michigan EGLE released a Food Rescue Grant which initiated
conversations in Van Buren County for how the Materials Management Planning can work with our
local pantries to expand food rescue for distribution. We concluded the month with a fun day of
recycling education at the fair and spending the day at the South Haven Farmers Market to share
details on the events and new vape disposal program.

Agriculture & Water Quality Team (Erin Fuller and Colleen Forestieri) - In July, the Water Quality
Team spent time preparing for upcoming events and writing reports (the less glamorous, but still
necessary, side of grant-funded work!) Next month the team will help host a farm field day and
begin outreach to farmers to promote fall cover crop installation to reduce runoff to our lakes and
rivers.

Invasive Species SWxSW Corner CISMA Team (Alex Florian and Jena Johnson) - July is perhaps
the busiest month of the year for our team. We have gone full swing into our Spotted lanternfly
outreach project, with only a few traps that still need homes. We also began treating a new patch
of stiltgrass that we found near Lawrence. Because the patch is about 10 acres in size, right now
we're focusing on treating the places where it is most likely to continue to spread.

Conservation Technical Assistance Program: MAEAP and Regenerative Agriculture Programs
(kyle Mead) - The CTAP Specidalist has reverified nearly every producer due for reverification. He
continues to reach out to producers that have lapsed in Cass County and producers who would
be New Verifications. The CIG Grant that the tech has been assisting with for the last 5 years has
finally wrapped and the test flights around Decatur are complete. The last stop for that drone was
the MSU Irrigation Workshop at KBS. The specialist is also helping other Ag and Water Quality staff
organize a bus tour to highlight various farms around Van Buren County that are doing
regenerative farming practices. For August, the tech will focus on the last few Soil Health
Assessments and analysis(farms already lined up) and will work on writing at least 3 more soil
health management plans to wrap up the fiscal year.

1035 E Michigan Avenue, Paw Paw, Michigan 49079
269-657-4030 x5 o www.VanBurenCD.org ¢ info@VanBurencCD.org
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